[Differentiation of Salvelinus malma charr and Taranetz Charr Salvelinus taranetzi from PCR-RFLP analysis of mitochondrial DNA].
Genetic differentiation of two sympatric charr species, the Dolly Varden charr (Salvelinus malma Walbaum) and the Taranetz charr (S. taranetzi Kaganovski), has been studied. Restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) analysis has been used to compare three mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) fragments (ND1/ND2, ND5/ND6, and Cytb/D-loop) amplified via polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The divergence between S. malma and S. taranetzi inferred from mtDNA nucleotide sequences is 2.8%; between S. leucomaenis and S. taranetzi, 7.1%; and between S. malma and S. leucomaenis, 7.5%. The absence of common haplotypes and the degree of divergence indicate that the Dolly Varden charr and the Taranetz charr are genetically isolated and confirm that S. taranetzi may be regarded as a separate species.